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Trimble Introduces New Version of the TrimTrac Locator  
 

Enhanced TrimTrac Locator Ideal for Monitoring, Security and Recovery Applications 
 
 

LAS VEGAS, Jan. 5, 2005 – Trimble (NASDAQ:TRMB) introduced today a new version of its TrimTrac™ 
locator. Redesigned in a water-resistant housing, the new TrimTrac locator has an expanded feature set that 
includes on-demand polling, motion-based or scheduled reporting, and other enhanced query functions. 
With its low cost, small size, new housing and features, the TrimTrac locator is a complete end-user device 
that allows location-based service providers and system integrators to provide personal vehicle monitoring 
services to a broader range of subscribers.  
 
The new TrimTrac locator will be showcased at International CES, the world’s largest consumer technology 
show. Trimble will be located in the Las Vegas Convention Center North Booth #5927. 
 
The TrimTrac locator enables cost-effective automatic position reporting for personal vehicle monitoring, 
security and theft recovery. The device can also support select roadside assistance and concierge services with 
application server and call center capabilities provided by third-party service providers. 
 
"The original TrimTrac locator, which was awarded the 2004 Frost & Sullivan “Best Bang for the Buck” 
for vehicle tracking, represents a tight integration of GPS and GSM technology which helps reduce size, 
power consumption and cost," said William Dussell, director of integrated products of Trimble's 
Component Technologies Division. "Building upon the original product, we have significantly expanded 
the capabilities of the TrimTrac locator to address vehicle monitoring and security applications that had 
previously required expensive, high-end solutions.”  
 
Compact and Affordable 
 
The new TrimTrac locator is a compact end-user device slightly larger than a white board eraser.  It can 
operate on four AA alkaline batteries or be connected to vehicle power with an adapter module. It is 
packaged in a new, durable, water-resistant housing that weighs only 7.2 ounces without batteries.  
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Inside, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver and tri-band Global System for Mobile  
Communications (GSM) modem are integrated onto a single board and controlled by a common 
microprocessor. This high level of integration enables the device’s small footprint, low cost and 
enhanced functionality. 
 
The TrimTrac locator can be placed almost anywhere inside a vehicle passenger compartment—in a glove box, 
under the rear window package shelf, or similar discrete location. The device requires no external antennas or 
connections, unless the optional vehicle adapter module is used to connect to vehicle power. This flexibility 
greatly reduces or eliminates the need for expensive installations.  
 
Broad Coverage with GPS and GSM Technology 
 
The TrimTrac supports the three major GSM frequency bands: 900, 1800 MHz (DCS) worldwide and 
1900 MHz (PCS) in the U.S. To optimize the TrimTrac locator’s battery life and provide secure low-
cost data transmission, periodic position and status reports are sent as SMS (short messaging service) text 
messages over the GSM network.  
 

Enhanced Features 
 
Motion-based reporting remains a TrimTrac locator hallmark. With its enhanced features, users can now poll the 
unit in real-time to request the device’s current location on-demand or receive a regularly scheduled report. For 
instance, the unit can be configured to periodically log, but not report, its current position to minimize 
communication costs. The user may also poll the device and it will compute a new position on-demand, or if 
there has been no motion since the last position was logged, the device will immediately return its most recently 
logged position. Alternately, the TrimTrac locator can be programmed to report on a regular daily or weekly 
schedule. 
 

Vehicle Adapter Module 
 
To eliminate the need to periodically change batteries, the TrimTrac locator can be connected to external 
power by using the optional Vehicle Adapter Module. This plug-in module replaces the standard battery 
pack and operates off vehicle power for permanent installations. It includes a stand-by, rechargeable battery 
for continued position reporting if vehicle power is disconnected. In the event of vehicle theft, where 
disconnecting the vehicle’s main battery often silences car alarms, the TrimTrac locator provides an extra 
measure of protection by quickly sending a status message and continuing to report its position. 
 
In addition, the Vehicle Adapter Module will allow the TrimTrac locator to monitor multiple external 
switch or contact closures and assign each one of three priority levels. For instance, TrimTrac can 
monitor other on-board systems and devices, such as car alarms and driver-operated switches, to report 
status and modify its operation.  
 
Certifications, Approvals and Availability 
 
The new TrimTrac locator has successfully completed the PTCRB (PCS Type Certification Review Board) 
requirements governing the release of new GSM 1900 capable wireless communications products in the North 
American market. The TrimTrac locator is expected to be Industry Canada certified in January 2005. 
Additionally, the device has passed all relevant GSM 900/1800 GCF (Global Certification Forum) conformance 
tests.  
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Trimble expects the new TrimTrac locator version to be available in January 2005 through its Component 
Technologies Division distribution network. For more information visit: www.trimtrac.com or 
www.trimble.com/trimtrac.html.  
 
About Trimble 
 
Trimble is a leading innovator of Global Positioning System (GPS) technology. In addition to providing 
advanced GPS components, Trimble augments GPS with other positioning technologies as well as 
wireless communications and software to create complete customer solutions. Trimble’s worldwide 
presence and unique capabilities position the Company for growth in emerging applications including 
surveying, automobile navigation, machine guidance, asset tracking, wireless platforms, and 
telecommunications infrastructure. Founded in 1978 and headquartered in Sunnyvale, Calif., Trimble 
has more than 2,000 employees in more than 20 countries worldwide. 
 
For an interactive look at company news and products, visit Trimble’s Web site at http://www.trimble.com. 
 
Certain statements made in this press release are forward looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the 
Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and are made pursuant to the safe 
harbor provisions of the Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements involve risks and uncertainties, and 
actual events and results may differ materially from those described in this press release. Factors that could cause or 
contribute to such differences include, but are not limited to performance, availability and market acceptance of the 
TrimTrac Locator, adequate availability of components and gaining type approvals for the product. More information 
about potential factors which could affect Trimble’s business and financial results is set forth in reports filed with the 
SEC, including Trimble's quarterly reports on Form 10-Q and its annual report on Form 10-K. All forward looking 
statements are based on information available to Trimble as of the date hereof, and Trimble assumes no obligation to 
update such statements. 
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